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White Cane Safety Day  
 

Is a national observance in the United States, celebrated on October 
15 of each year since 1964. The date is set aside to celebrate the 
achievements of people who are blind or visually impaired and the   
important symbol of blindness and tool of independence, the white 
cane. 

 

On October 6,1964, a joint resolution of the U.S. Congress was 
signed into law. This resolution authorized the President of the United 
States to proclaim October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety 
Day". 

 

President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the first White Cane Safety Day 
proclamation within hours of the passage of the joint resolution. 
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FROM SHEILA’S DESK  
 

When I started school, my parents weren’t sure how best to teach me to read and write 
since I was a child with a vision loss.  So, they had me learn to read and write in both 
print and braille.  Fortunately for me, they also had me learn how to type, which turned 
out to be very nice skill to have now that we rely on computers so much. 
With a software called Zoomtext, I am able to customize the computer so I can see   
everything I need, and I have been using the program for over 20 years.  Usually there 
are no major problems. 
Well, since this pandemic, we have no choice but to use computers. My kids are using 
programs that I have never even heard of.  There are tons of things to learn through 
trainings and webinars and of course, no more in-person meetings, now there is only 
Zoom. 
Using Zoomtext to attend online meetings proves to be quite difficult at times.  First off, 
I can’t see how close I am half the time, so all everyone else gets to see it my big      
eyeball!  Also, instead of seeing the whole group attending the meeting, I can only see 
one person at a time.  It can be quite hard to find the right buttons I need to use to     
participate at the appropriate times as well.  Like raising my hand in the meeting,    
chatting, and turning off the video and audio.  But I think we all are starting to get used 
to this. 
I hope that any of you who have had similar experiences with this brave new world of 
technology and assistive technology will rest assured that you are not alone.  If I can do 
anything to help and give advice, please call me here at the center.  I would love to also 
hear some of the things you may have been doing to handle the transition to online  
communication. We are all in this together.  Hang in there, guys!!! 

October Support Social 

   October 26, 2020! 
    

        Join Us for a fun afternoon  

               (social distancing of course!) 

 at the Edith Bishel Center from 1:00 to 2:30 PM       
 

 RSVP by October 20th!   

Class size limited   

509-735-0699 2 



 

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED ITEM 

 

 
 

Eschenbach's Magno Line Illuminated Hand-held Magnifiers 
 

The Edith Bishel Center is so excited to be carrying Eschenbach Magno Line of           

illuminated handheld magnifiers that provide magnification and illumination for near, 

spotting tasks. These magnifiers are ideal for in-home uses such as looking up a phone 

number, setting the thermostat, or reading prescriptions on a medicine bottle. Their   

portability makes them useful for spotting a price in the supermarket, reading the menu 

in a dimly lit restaurant, or looking at a map in the car.  

We are selling these magnifiers for almost half the cost of  others like it. Come by the 

center and check them out. 
 

Special Features of the Magno Line include: 

•Superior quality aspheric lens in 3.5x, 4x, 5x, 7x, 10x 

•Hinge on handle keeps the top and bottom pieces together;                                 

   eliminates alignment problems when closing the handle 

•Noted for its simple maintenance in changing batteries  

How to get Medicare information in an accessible format 
 

There are many ways to get information about their program.                                   
Print publications and Medicare.gov website are always available online, but we can 
also send you Medicare information in accessible formats upon request, at no cost 
to you. Some options include: 

• Braille 

• Large print 

• Data/audio files 

If you need Medicare information in an accessible format, call us at 1-800-
MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users can call 1-877-486-2048. You can also 
email us at altformatrequest@cms.hhs.gov. When contacting us, be sure to provide 
your preferred accessible format such as large print, Braille, or data/audio files. 

3 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTguMjU4MDA5MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tZWRpY2FyZS5nb3YvUHVibGljYXRpb25zLz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMDA4MThfZ21kX2FibF9iZWRwJnV0bV9jb250
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This article is taken from the June VIST Newsletter                                                                  

for the VA Medical Center in Walla Walla, WA. 

“Greetings! I hope this newsletter finds you safe and well. Several of you have reached 
out to me to schedule your VIST Annual Review, which I greatly appreciate and       
encourage. For those of you contemplating future training through American Lake 

Blind Rehab Center, the VIST Annual Review provides a chance to discuss your        
current needs and solidify goals. If you are not seeking training, a review can still be 
beneficial for device replacement and benefit assessment, especially if you’ve           
experienced visual changes in the last 12-18 months.  VIST Annual Reviews can be 
scheduled via telephone or VA Video Connect (VVC) which is a virtual platform that 
connects you to providers using live  video on any computer, tablet, or smartphone 
with a camera and internet connection. VVC appointments can be scheduled with 

many VA providers, including the blind rehab professionals at American Lake Blind 
Rehabilitation Center.  You will find more helpful  information about VVC throughout 
this newsletter. Please note that at this time I am teleworking and can be reached on my 

cell at 509.964.6947. You may also get messages to me by calling the  Optometry  
Clinic at 509.527.3491.”    

   -Heather Couch, M.A. COMS, VIST Coordinator  

Jonathan M. Wainwright Memorial VA Medical Center  

Larry Weiss 
January 25, 1939– June 4, 2020  

 
This summer, we lost a valued member of the EBC family. Larry was the Executive 
Director for the Edith Bishel Center for 15 years, starting in 1998, and served as a 
member of our board from 1993 to 1998.  He was instrumental in setting the standard 
for the center as it is today. 

Larry was kind, generous, had a great sense of humor, and a friend 
to all.  Many of   our long time clients remember Larry barbecuing 
hamburgers with the Lions Club, cooking  spaghetti for our Spring 
spaghetti feeds and going out of his way whenever possible to help 
out someone in need in our community.   

We want to thank Larry for the many years of dedication to the 
Center and send our blessings to his family.  

 
1999 
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10/7,14,21
,28 Weds.  

Walking 
(every week) 

9:00 –10:30 am 1620 S. Union Street  
Kennewick, WA   

1st Thurs. Luncheon On Hold Various restaurants 

2nd Tue. BYO Lunch 
Card Group  

12 Noon-2:30 PM Call Janice Squires for info 
@509-947-1554 

10/10 Sat. Chapter Meeting 10:00 - 11:30 am Conference Call only 

10/20Tue. Book Club 1:00 - 2:30 pm Call Janice Squires for info 
@509-947-1554 

10/27 Tue. Technology Class 1:00 - 2:30 pm Call Janice Squires for info 
@509-947-1554 

November  17, 2020 
Dr. Laura Winkle, OD 

Call 509.735.0699 
For Appointment 

United Blind of the Tri-Cities -Everyone Welcome 
For more information or conference call details,  

contact Sherry Dubbin at 509-591-5714  

Yakima Valley Council of the Blind -Everyone Welcome 
For more Information or conference call details,   

Email: yakimavalleycb@yahoo.com  
or contact Harold Quantrille at 509-594-9174 

Every  
Friday 

Bowling On Hold  Nob Hill Bowling-  
3807 W Nob Hill Blvd. 

Every  
Friday 

Weekly 
Conference Call 

11:00 am - 1:00 pm Conference Call only 

10/17 Sat. Business Meeting 11:00 am - 1:00 pm Conference Call only 

United Blind of Walla Walla -Everyone Welcome 
For more information or conference call details 

contact Heather Meares @ 720-519-9104 

10/12 Mon. Meeting  Conference Call only 2:00 pm 

EBC Events 

10/1 & 29 9:30 am - 1:30 pm Low Vision Clinic 

10/26 1:00—2:30 pm October Support Social 
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628 N. Arthur St.   Kennewick, WA   99336 

Free Matter for  

the Blind 

 

Edith Bishel Center Hours:  
 

Monday - Friday  9 am– 5 pm 
 

Phone: 509-735-0699 
Fax: 509-735-4074 

Toll Free: 1-855-665-8547 
 

Visit us online at www.edithbishelcenter.org 
info@edithbishelcenter.org 

October 

News 


