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From the Executive  Board  

Bill Hoage, Board Member 

 I have been a member of the board off and on since 2002 and I am very 

passionate about the Edith Bishel Center.  As the only blind member on the 

board I believe I am a voice for the blind. Out of all the blind centers in the state 

Edith Bishel is one I value the most. I was born with retinitis pigmentosa and 

completely lost my sight at 60 years old. This disease deteriorates the retina of 

the eye destroying it from the outside in, so you have no peripheral vision and 

you eventually lose your sight. 

 Before my vison loss I worked at a plywood mill for 20 years until my eye 

doctor told me to stop working before, I kill myself or someone else. I immedi-

ately quit my job and applied for disability. I can still build stuff and work with 

drills and saws I was able to use when I was sighted. I am not afraid of the blade 

or cutting myself.  

 I am an outdoors person, so I enjoy hiking Badger Mountain with my 

guide dog Goose who is named after the movie Top Gun. My favorite part is get-

ting back down to the bottom of the mountain where the bathroom is. I believe 

a guide dog gives a blind person independence. I have been able to fly multiple 

times with Goose. 

 In 2000 I came to tri cities and a few years later found out about Edith 

Bishel Center when I heard it on the news. They were interviewing people who 

had guide dogs. In summer 2002 I started volunteering, going to the center and 

got a guide dog. I went on the board in 2005 and have been here ever since. 



 

 

 Greetings Friends and Supporters: 

 It gives me great pleasure to announce 
that the 15th annual Dinner in the Dark 
raised $52,000. We could not have 

done this without the dedicated and ongoing support of our major sponsors 
Tri-City Court Club, GESA Credit Union, TCOS, Pacific Crest Planning, 
Home Builder’s Association, Kennewick Walmart; Yakima Walmart, 
Walmart Hermiston Distribution Center & Kennewick Lions Club. Special 
thanks goes out to all of our community volunteers. Karyn V and Vanessa P 
from the Dinner in the Dark committee, Mark Michael, Connie Wilkinson, 
Steve Watt, Bill Hoage, John Hail, and Stephanie Pruitt from the EBC The 
Board of Directors, Jania, Ana, River, Brandon, Frank, Ernie and so many 
more. Thank you all for what you have done, what you are doing and for 
what you will do in the future to support the EBC. 
 
 Phase two of the community agency reorganization has begun. Neces-
sary staff transitions have occurred, new staff and AmeriCorps members 
have been added and we are ready to redefine what the EBC of the future 
will look like. As such, we will be conducting a community-wide strategic 
planning session to determine what Tri-Cities would like the EBC to be-
come. We will hold a “town hall” type of meeting in each community to so-
licit feedback. We will also incorporate volunteers into the process from 
each sector of the community. So, if you are interested in helping to shape 
the future and establish sustainability at the EBC, please call or email me 
today so we can find the best fit in the process for you. 
 

 Yours In Service,  Paul D. Shane 



 

 

 
 

 I am so excited about the many different things going on here at the Edith 
Bishel Center! I have been here for eighteen years and this is the most exciting 
time ever as we expand our services and social opportunities to fit the needs of 
the community and fulfill our mission statement. 
 
  I will be teaching a free class called Understanding Blindness on Novem-
ber 20th from 9 AM- 2PM. This course is designed to help friends and loved 
ones of people with vision loss by giving them a better understanding of the 
things their loved one is going through.  The materials examine everything from 
dealing with feelings and emotions, to when to help and when not to. We look at 
grief and loss and try to examine the dynamics of dealing with vision loss in 
every aspect of life.  
  
 The first time I offered this class, it was very well received.  I had so much 
fun working with people and examining feelings and exchanging experiences. If 
you have a friend or loved one who is living with vision loss and you would like 
a better understanding of what they are going through, I encourage you to take 
this class.  It is a great environment in which to express your own feelings and 
questions as well.  It is informative and entertaining and provided at no cost to 
you.  I feel positive that it will provide the answers and understanding you may 
need.   
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 This is the same Understanding Blindness class that I have hosted in the 
past, so there will be no new information.  But anyone is more than welcome to 
attend! 
 
 
 
Please call the Edith Bishel Center today to enroll and I hope to see you there!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM SHEILA’S DESK 



 

 

New Team Members 

Hello!  
 I am a new WA AmeriCorps member working/volunteering at the Edith Bishel Center. I 
haven’t ever volunteered anywhere else but always loved working with others and giving back to 
the community as much as possible through donations. I was born and grew up in Lawrence,  
Kansas and moved up to the Tri-Cities May of 2018. Although I personally have never had to live 
with low vision or blindness, I have been wearing glasses since 2nd grade, and feel I relate to the 
low vision population. I love arts and crafts, painting, drawing, singing, music, sewing, crocheting, 
and anything close to those. I am 19 years old and don’t know for a fact if I want to go to college, 
but definitely want to have my own farmers-market-like business. I sell crocheted items on Etsy 
right now but hope to expand to more exciting things in the future. 

 Stephanie Heili 
Greetings, 
 I would like to introduce myself. My name is Jania & I am the Program Manager & Director 
of Operations. I have a degree in Business Administration. It is a pleasure to have joined Edith 
Bishel Center for the Blind & Visually Impaired. I consider myself very fortunate to have been  
given this opportunity to join this organization. The last  position I held was an Operations  
Technician for a local Accounting Firm but my passion has always been helping others. 
 I have 4 children who I love dearly. My oldest attends WSU in pullman & my middle child is 
finishing his senior year of high school while working and playing basketball afterschool. My 
youngest son is a bookworm & Minecraft gamer. Last, my 5-year-old little girl has just started  
kindergarten and is already excited about her future when she grows up. Both me and my oldest 
son are living with Keratoconus which you can read about in this newsletter. My favorite day of 
the week is Sunday because I get to attend church, relax and make a nice Sunday dinner for the  
family. 
 I look forward to my new position and the responsibilities it includes and I’m quite anxious 
to get started with these new challenges. I can see already that this is a fine group of people I will 
be working with. I look forward to getting to know each and everyone of you. Glad to be on board! 

 Jania Anderson 

Hi, 
 I am 20 years old and a WA AmeriCorps volunteer. I have done volunteer work before at a 
pet rescue and thrift store. I have two kids: A 4-year-old girl who is very intelligent and has a big 
personality, and a 1-year-old boy who is very loving and caring, especially with his teeth. I spend 
most of my time with them singing and  
dancing, teaching each other new things, and 
snacking a lot. I was born in Arizona but have 
moved back and forth between Oregon and 
Washington over the last 9 years. I have had 
many different jobs and have many different 
skills, but my favorite jobs would be the ones 
that involve my compassion, like care-giving 
and working with children. I do not attend 
school currently but I hope to attend in the 
spring and create a career working with  
people, mostly children, in health care or as a 
social worker.  

 Analisia Grijalva 

 



 

 

 

 

BackTpack 
 

 Unlike backpacks or messenger bags, BackTpack is balanced with side bags. It 

applies the load to the body’s vertical axis, thereby eliminating posture distortion 

and decreasing the effort required to carry the load. The load feels lighter and you 

stand straighter. It is also the reason that people sat, The load feels lighter!” when 

they try on a BackTpack loaded with the contents of  their conventional backpack. 

This is because they are aligned with your center of  gravity on the vertical spinal 

axis-so your bones, muscles and all the systems of  the body can work in harmony 

with gravity. Its accessible at all times and you are aware of  

your space. You don’t knock people over when your bags 

are at the sides and you can sit with it on. Blind people find 

that BackTpack not only relives their posture related pain, 

but also gives them a new sense of  ease, safety & freedom. 

 Feel free to stop by the Edith Bishel Center store if  

you are interested. We have these in a variety of  colors and 

sizes. 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED ITEM 

  November Social 
  Bingo & Pie Social  RSVP by November 10th!  

  509-735-0699 

  November 18, 2019! Join Us for some fun at the Edith Bishel Center  

  from 1:00 to 2:30 PM  

Dial-a-Ride Tickets 

Sold at the Center  

10 tickets for $12.00 or  

monthly passes for $25.00  



 

 

World Keratoconus Day 
World Keratoconus Day is celebrated on November 10th. It is spon-

sored by the National Keratoconus Foundation, an educational pro-

gram of the Gavin Herbert Eye Institute, UC Irvine. The day is dedi-

cated to raising awareness about keratoconus (KC), as well as educat-

ing and advocating for those living with keratoconus. 

Keratoconus, often referred to as ‘KC’, is an eye condition in which 

the cornea weakens and thins over time, causing the development of 

a cone-like bulge and optical irregularity of the cornea. Keratoconus 

can result in significant visual loss and may lead to corneal transplant 

in severe cases.  Keratoconus Affects Both Genders although it is un-

clear whether significant differences exist between males and females. 

This rare condition, typically first appears in individuals who are in 

their late teens or early twenties, and may progress for 10-20 years, 

and then slow or stabilize.  



 

 

11/6,13,20,
27 Wed. 

Walking 
(every week) 

9:00 - 10:30 am Northwest entrance of Columbia  
Center Mall 

11/7 Thur. Luncheon 
 

1:00-2:30 pm Golden Wok 
5024 Rd. 68 
Pasco 

11/12 
Tues. 

BYO Lunch 
Card Group  

12:00 - 1:00 pm 
1:00 - 2:30 pm 

At the Edith Bishel Center 

11/9 Sat. Chapter Meeting 9:30 - 11:30 am Crow’s Nest @ Clover Island 
435 N. Clover Island, 
Kennewick 

11/19 
Tues. 

Book Club 1:00 - 2:30 pm At the Edith Bishel Center 

11/26 Technology Class 1:00 - 2:30 pm At the Edith Bishel Center 

Low Vision Clinic  
November 14, 2019 
Dr. Laura Winkle, OD 

Call to make an  
Appointment @ 

509.735.0699 

11/14  Thurs. 9:30 am - 1:30 pm Low Vision Clinic 

11/16 Sat.  10:00 am - 2:00 pm Assistive  
Technology Day 

11/18  Mon. 1:00– 2:30 pm November Social 

United Blind of the Tri-Cities Everyone Welcome- 
For more info call Karyn Vandecar @509-521-2971 

Yakima Valley Council of the Blind  
Everyone Welcome - For more Information call Darla @ 509-949-7077 

Every  
Friday 

Bowling 11:00 am 
 

Nob Hill Bowling-  
3807 W Nob Hill Blvd. 

11/16 Sat. Business Meeting 
followed by a   
social gathering 

11:00 am - 1:30 pm Good Samaritan Health Care 
Center 702 N 16th  Ave,  
Yakima 

United Blind of Walla Walla  
Everyone Welcome - For more info call Heather Meares @ 720-519-9104 

11/11 Mon Meeting  YMCA/Walla Walla 
340 S. Park St. 

3:00 pm 

EBC Events 

12/14 Christmas Party 11:00 am - 2:00 pm Cornerstone Apts office 

11/7 Thurs. All Day Closed for Training 



 

 

628 N. Arthur St.   Kennewick, WA   99336 

Free Matter for  

the Blind 

 

Edith Bishel Center Hours:  
 

Monday-Thursday 9 am– 5 pm 
 

Phone: 509-735-0699 
Fax: 509-735-4074 

Toll Free: 1-855-665-8547 
 

Visit us online at www.edithbishelcenter.org 
 Email: info@edithbishelcenter.org 

November 

News 


