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      As we endeavor to take on a lot of growth this year, we realize that we can’t do it alone. 
Here are some ways that you can help: 
 
 
1) Volunteer – We are always in need of committed volunteers. We are always looking for 
people to fill the following position: 
 
Social events – once a month for a few hours helping to serve food, help clients with craft 
projects, set-up and clean-up, etc. if this is something that interest you please call the  
center. 
 
2) Tell us your story about how the Edith Bishel Center has helped you. If you have been 
impacted by the center, you can write out your story and share it with us or let us film an  
interview with you. Sharing the success stories of those who have been helped allows us to 
get the message out so that the community knows the impact we are making. We would 
love to hear your story & feature you in our next newsletter! 
 
3) Make a tax-deductible donation to the Edith Bishel Center. We depend heavily on  
donations to support the work the center is doing. In addition to financial donation, we also  
accept vehicles and used low-vision equipment such as CCTVs, talking watches,  
magnifiers, etc.  
 
4) Follow us on Facebook. Yes, we are on Facebook and Instagram. Just go to either of 
these  platforms and search “Edith Bishel Center” and you will find us. Make sure you like 
and follow. This is the BEST way to keep up with what is going on.  
 
5) Write a review: For those who enjoy writing reviews, we would appreciate yours. You 
can write a review for us on Facebook, Yelp and Google. 
 
 
 
There are so many ways that you can get involved! And no matter how small or big, they all 
make an impact. If you would like more information on any of the above areas, please don’t 
hesitate to give us a call 509-735-0699 or e-mail info@edithbishelcenter.org. Thank you 
everyone for partnering with us! 



  
 

Greetings Friends and Supporters: 
 
 
As of today, our Executive  
Director is no longer  
employed at the Center. We  
appreciate the work he did for our 
company, and we wish him the best in his  
future endeavor's. Moving forward we are 
beginning a search for someone to replace his role. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    
  We are also looking for new Board Members. If you are 
interested in becoming a member please stop by the  
center and pick up an application during our office hours 
or email info@edithbishelcenter.org and we can mail one 
out to you. 
 
 
 



 
 

Hello everyone!  Happy New Year!! 

 

We had a wonderful holiday season and hope you all did too.  I had the privilege of 

putting Braille on several cards for people with blind loved ones over the holidays and 

it remined me that it is time again to celebrate World Braille Day!!  This observance 

takes place on January 4th.  January 4th is also the birthday of the inventor of the braille 

code, Louis Braille.  He was born in 1809 in Coupvray France and lost his sight due to 

an accident in his father’s leather-working shop.  Braille’s parents were huge advocates 

for him and he was able to attend school in his village.  When he was ten, he began at-

tending one of the very first schools for blind children in the world.  He was a very 

quick learner and soon made use of all the books in the school.  These early books for 

the blind were written in what was known at the time as the Hauy Method.  This was a 

method of writing raised representations of printed letters pressed into thick paper so 

they would be identified using the sense of touch.   

There were several problems with this system however, the biggest one being that 

even though the children could read the letters, they had no way of writing them.  Lou-

is set about devising a method that would allow blind people to communicate through 

reading and writing and when he was fifteen, in 1824, he completed the first version on 

the Braille code.  He published books on this code.  He created additional braille ver-

sions for music and math and he worked with others on the invention on the first 

braille slates and typewriters.  Louis passed away in 1852 and two years later, Braille 

was officially recognized as the method of reading and writing that would be taught to 

blind children from then on. 

I learned how to read it when I was six, at the same time as I was taught to read and 

write in print.  My parents signed me up for the Washington Talking Book and Braille 

Library when I was four, and I believe that learning braille has made me a better reader 

and speller and fostered my love of stories and words.   

Over time, and with the passage of laws like the Americans with Disabilities Act, braille 

has become recognized all over the world and made life more accessible for those of 

us with vision loss.   

The braille code has given blind people a voice that might otherwise never have been 

heard had it not been for its inventor.  Happy 211th birthday Louis Braille!  And thank 

you! 
 

Sheila Turner 

Independent Living 

Sheila@edithbishelcenter.org 

FROM SHEILA’S DESK 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 
 

 

 

 
         

We would like to extend a heart-felt thank you STCU for their  

generous donation of $10,000 to the Edith Bishel Center!  

The money received will go a long way and help us continue to  

enrich the independence and quality of life for individuals who 

are blind and visually impaired.  Thank you again for your  

support of our organization.  We take great pride in our  

mission and our accomplishments,  and with your help, this will 

allow us to persistently work towards our vision. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Board Members & Staff 



 

 

                                   2020 Low Vision Calendar 

 
 

  

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED ITEM 

  Dial-a-Ride Tickets  

Sold at the Center  

 10 tickets for $12.00 or  

   monthly passes for $25.00  

 

 Stop by during our business 

hours to purchase. 



New Years 

Sale!!! 

20-50% off 
 

Low Vision Equipment Clearance Continues 

Video Magnifiers, Text Readers, and 

much more. Sale is for the entire 

month of January. Come early to get 

the best selection! 
 

EBC Hours 

Business hours are  

Monday-Thursday 9 am– 5 pm  

P: 509-735-0699    F: 509-735-4074  

Toll free: 1-855-665-8547 

Visit us online at edithbishelcenter.org 
*** Please contact us if you  were on our email list and did not receive an 

email, brail newsletter, or mp3 recording*** 



1/8,  1/15, 
1/22, 1/29 

Walking 
(every week) 

 
9:00 - 10:30 am 

Northwest entrance of Columbia  
Center Mall 

 
1/2 Thurs. 

 
Luncheon 
 

 
12:00-3:00 pm 

Crow’s Nest @ Clover Island 
435 N. Clover Island, 
Kennewick 

1/14 Tues. Cards 12:00 - 2:30 pm At the Edith Bishel Center 

1/11 Sat Chapter Meeting 9:30 - 11:30 am Crow’s Nest @ Clover Island 
435 N. Clover Island, 
Kennewick 

1/21 Book Club 1:00 - 2:30 pm At the Edith Bishel Center 

January No technology 
group 

No technology 
group 

No technology group 

Low Vision Clinic  
January 8 & 23 

 
Dr. Laura Winkle, OD 

Call to make appt 

509.735.0699 
1/8 Wed. & 
1/23 Thurs. 

9:30 am - 1:30 pm Low Vision Clinic 

United Blind of the Tri-Cities Everyone Welcome- 
For more info call Karyn Vandecar @509-521-2971 

Yakima Valley Council of the Blind  
Everyone Welcome - For more Information call Darla @ 509-949-7077 

Every  
Friday 

Bowling 11:00 am 
 

Nob Hill Bowling-  
3807 W Nob Hill Blvd. 

    

United Blind of Walla Walla  
Everyone Welcome - For more info call Heather Meares @ 720-519-9104 

 
1/13 

 
Chapter Meeting 

 
YMCA 
340 S Park St.

 
3:00-4:30 

EBC Events 

1/18 Sat. Business Meeting/
Social 

11:00am - 2:00 pm Cornerstone Apts Clubhouse 
1210 S 72nd Ave, Yakima 

January No Technology 
Group 

No Technology Group 
 



628 N. Arthur St.   Kennewick, WA   99336 

Free Matter for  

the Blind 

«First Name» «Last Name» 
«Address» 
«City», «State» «ZipCode» 

Edith Bishel Center Hours:  
 

Monday-Thursday 9 am– 5 pm 
 

Phone: 509-735-0699 
Fax: 509-735-4074 

Toll Free: 1-855-665-8547 
 

Visit us online at www.edithbishelcenter.org 
 Email: info@edithbishelcenter.org 

January 

Newsletter 


